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Letter to President Lyndon Johnson
April 13, 1967

Never content to remain silent in the face of injustice, Beerman penned a letter to
President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1967 as he would on subsequent occasions. Here
he implored the president to avoid using his recently submitted tax payment for the
Vietnam War. Instead, he recommended to the president that he use tax revenues to
pursue peace-loving activities.

Dear Mr. President:

Mrs. Beerman and I have just paid our income tax for the year 1966. That por-
tion of our tax which helps to sustain the war in Vietnam has been paid involun-
tarily. We have no wish to support what we consider to be unjust. We should be
happy to pay even a greater proportion of our income for works of healing and
peace, but the acts of violence being perpetrated by our government violate our
conscience. That portion of our tax that helps make these acts possible we pay
under protest.

Our hearts reach out to you and to all who must face the terror of decision. We
pray always that the courage of compassion and conciliation may come to those
who guide and serve both our country and those who oppose it.

Sincerely,
Leonard I. Beerman

COMMENTARY BY JUDITH VIORST

The second half of the sixties was a time of accelerating political turmoil as objec-

tion to US involvement in Vietnam expressed itself in a widening range of private

and public protests: massive demonstrations, teach-ins, the burning of draft cards,
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FIGURE 18. Leonard Beermanss letter to President Johnson (1967).
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the occupying of university buildings, pamphlets, and petitions and letters like
Leonard’s from women and men opposed to the use of their taxes to fund this war.

As a mother of young children living in Washington, DC, I joined Another
Mother for Peace and Women Strike for Peace, spending many weekends march-
ing my kids around the White House, chanting, “What do you want? Peace. When
do you want it? Now.” (On other weekends we picketed to the chant “What do you
want? Freedom,” while I explained to my sons that no, this wasn't a mistake—we
were doing civil rights, not peace, today.)

The women I marched with back then made an effort to always be “properly”
dressed, intending to make the point that even very middle-class, very “proper”
Americans were passionately against this unjust war. Like Leonard and the deco-
rous tone he strikes in his oppositional but law-abiding letter, we wished to set a
tone of respectful rebellion.

By the early 1970s, however, even we proper ladies needed to up our game in
protesting the war, joining a sit-in in the halls of Congress and going—briefly—to
jail. And Leonard, in the years since his 1967 letter, vastly expanded the realm of
rabbinical proprieties, showing us in a lifetime of courageous words and deeds
what can and must be done in the face of injustice.



	Series Page
	Half Title
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Contents 
	Illustrations 
	Acknowledgments 
	Introduction 
	Part I First Sermon 
	1 Chapel Sermon 

	Part II Inspirations 
	2 Sigmund Freud 
	3 Bertrand Russell’s Autobiography 
	4 Looking at Kafka 
	5 The Legacy of MLK 
	6 First Encounter with George (Regas) 
	7 Why the Prophets Are Important 

	Part III Faith, Doubt, and Duty 
	8 Handwritten Reflections on Doubt 
	9 Can We Excommunicate God? 
	10 Duty of the Rabbi 
	11 From the Diary of a  Leo Baeck Temple Rabbi 
	12 Rabbi Beerman’s To-Do List 
	13 Yom Kippur Eve-Vocation of a Rabbi 
	14 Fast between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur to Protest Munich and Vietnam 
	15 My Troubles with God;  God’s Troubles with Me 
	16 The Beginnings of an Outline for Jews to Consider 

	Part IV Social Justice 
	17 The Kindest Use a Knife 
	18 Is There a Relationship between Judaism and Social Justice? 
	19 The Problems of the City: A Jewish Dilemma 
	20 UCLA Teach-In on Vietnam War 
	21 Notes for Symposium on Black Power 
	22 Letter to President Lyndon Johnson 
	23 Rosh Hashanah Eve 
	24 How I Lost the Election in St. Louis 
	25 Invocation for Religious Leaders for McGovern 
	26 Survival in a Nuclear Age 
	27 California People of Faith against the Death Penalty 
	28 Piece on Human Condition Written for the Office of the Americas 
	29 A Vision for a Bewildering Time�: Commencement Address at Washington & Jefferson College 
	30 Letter to President George W. Bush 
	31 Human Rights Watch 
	32 A Sermon for All Saints 

	Part V Israel/Palestine 
	33 Time in Israel, Parts I and II 
	34 CCAR Breira Statement 
	35 Yom Kippur Morning 
	36 Yom Kippur Eve 
	37 Visions of Peace in the Middle East 
	38 A Sermon for Yom Kippur Morning 
	39 Exchange of Letters with Bruce Ramer 
	40 A Sermon for Yom Kippur Morning 

	Sayings of Leonard I. Beerman 
	Notes 
	Contributors 
	Index 

